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Time use surveys:
Current status and challenges

Expert Group Meeting (EGM) on Innovative and Effective ways to
collect Time-Use Statistics (TUS), in line with ICATUS 2016 and other
international standards and in support of SDGs monitoring

United Nations Statistics Division
Social and Gender Statistics Section
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Why are we here?

* Why should we produce * How can we produce
time-use statistics? time-use data more
efficiently?

VA
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Decisions time-use survey (not exhaustive)

Mode of

Instrument :
collection

Objectives

eHow population e|nstruments eDiary e|nterview
spends time eType of household | o Full o PAPI (OCR, ICR,
eQuality of life survey o Light OMR), CAPI, CATI

eSelf-completed

o Paper diary, Web
app, Mobile app,
EMS (SMS/IVR,
mobile, wearable
devices)

eMeasurement of  eSample design
all forms of work eMode of data

(paid and unpaid)  collection

eHousehold eData processing
production

satellite account

eQuestions
eQOthers

eData analysis

eDissemination of eObservation

results and data

o Person,
Technology
assisted
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What are the challenges faced by NSOs with TUS?

Cost to undertake a dedicated time-use survey

% Economic/financial aspects
Human resources

Time to capture and validate information

Use of data
TUS usually

underutilized Granularity/quantity of information collected

Complexity of coding
Respondent’s burden=>Low response rate

4

Expert Group Meeting (EGM) on Innovative and Effective ways to collect Time-Use Statistics (TUS) New York, USA, 20-22 June 2018



Time use instruments requirements

* Inputs * QOutputs
— Cost — Data quality
— Processing information — Data granularity
— Field operation — Data usability
— Respondents’
* Comprehension
* Burden
* Literacy

5
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Time use instruments requirements
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Time use instruments

High How can we
optimize:
* Reduce
inputs
e Keep high
outputs
5
o
Basic

Low High
Inputs

@ Light time diary ® Questions

7

® Full time diary
New York, USA, 20-22 June 2018
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Time use instruments @

High How can we
optimize:
* Reduce
inputs
e Keep high
outputs
5
o
Basic

High

Low

Inputs
@ Light time diary ® Questions

8

® Full time diary
New York, USA, 20-22 June 2018
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Time use instruments &Y
Amb
High Hov.v c.an we
optimize:
* Reduce
inputs
e Keep high
outputs
=
(o)
Basic
Low High
Inputs
9

@® Full time diary ® Light time diary ® Questions
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Time use instruments @

High How can we
optimize:
* Reduce inputs
* Keep high
outputs
5
o
Basic

High

Low

Inputs
@ Light time diary ® Questions
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® Full time diary
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Time use instruments

High How can we
optimize:
! * Reduce inputs
\ .
* Keep high
outputs
£
Q
5
o
Basic

Low High

Inputs

® Full time diary @ Light time diary ® Questions ¢) Optimal
New York, USA, 20-22 June 2018
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Current situation across countries {

Out of around 100 countries, 88 countries collected data as follows:

Full time diary: 57 Light time diary: 9 Questions:22
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* 1 Country (Japan) uses two types of diary: full and light
* 5 use diary either full or light (tbc)
* 6thc

Preliminary assessment reviewing the latest survey of around 100 countries that have conducted >
time use surveys since 2000.
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Switzerland

* The “unpaid work module” provides data on
domestic, childcare and voluntary work in
Switzerland

* Attached every 3-4 years to the Swiss LFS

* Telephone interview

Questionnaire
https://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/en/home/statistics/work-income/surveys/slfs-mod-
uw.assetdetail.2661448.html 13
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https://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/en/home/statistics/work-income/surveys/slfs-mod-uw.assetdetail.2661448.html

Switzerland 2016

82900 |01 How much time did you spend

B2900 (02 |#bX #e

82900 |03 shopping, going to the post office, the dry-cleaner's,

82900 |04 but not including time spent just window-shopping?

B2800 |05 | === e e m e
82900 |06 | =>INT Indicate hours and minutes (e.g. 1% hours = <01> <30>,
82500 |07 15 min. = <00> <15>)
82900 |08

82500 |09

82900 (10 H: Hours .......... <xx> <00>

823900 |11 M: Minutes ........ <00> <xx>

82900 (12

82900 |13 - Don't know ........ <G98> <00>

82900 |14 - No answer ......... <99> <00>

82500 |15 H: M:

82901 |01 |Was it 7

82901 |02 | =====—————— e e
82901 |03 => INT.: HELP ESTIMATE

82901 |04 = Less than 20 minutes ... ... it et e emeenann <01>
828901 |05 - 20 minutes but less than 40 minutes .......... <02>
82901 |0& = 40 minutes but less than 1 hour .............. <03>
82901 |07 - 1 hour but less than 2 hours ........c.ciceeenean <04
82901 |08 - 2 hours but less than 3 hours ........ccce.n.. <05>
82901 |09 - 3 hours but less than 4 hours .......¢ .o <06&>
82901 |10 - 4 heours but less than 5 hours ...... ... <07>
82901 |11 - 5 hours but less than 8 hours .......¢.c.iceeenenn <08>
82901 |12 - 8 hours but less than 13 hours ............... <09>
828901 |13 — 13 NOUTS OF MOTFE ..ttt e e e s e eeseenssneaneeennnn <10>
B2801 |14 | === e m e
82901 |15 | - Don't know ...... <898> - NO ANSWEL ... cueenreann <09
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Switzerland 2016

Durchschnittlicher Aufwand fiir Erwerbsarbeit, Haus- und Familienarbeit und Freiwilligenarbeit nach Geschlecht und Familiensituation

Standige Wohnbevilkerung ab 15 Jahren, in Stunden pro Woche 2016 T 03.06.00.01
Frauen Manner
Unbezahlie und Unbezahlie und
bezahlis Arbeit " bezahle Arbeit
Unbezahle Erwerbearbeit Unbezahiis Erwerbsarbeit
Arbeit Arbeit
Total Total
Haug und Frefwiligen- Haug und Freiwilligen-
Farrifien- s Familien- arbeit
arbeit arbeit
Tosal 15-j3hnge und Sliere Personen 281 20 301 16.6 457 178 16 195 273 45.8
15- bis 64-Jahrige insgesami 256 18 34 213 827 18.1 14 19.5 3.0 525
Nach Familiensiuaion
Alsinkebende 2.5 457 148 16 16.2 3319 501
Pariner/in in 2-Personenhaushalien 251 492 157 17 i74 M9 523
Miiger, Viaier mit Pariner/in und jingsiem Kind (-14 jhrig 154 69.6 .2 13 05 33 68.8
Miiier, Vater mit Parinerfin und jingsiem Kind (-6-}3hng 139 727 327 1.2 135 KT 5
Miigier, Vater mit Pariner/fin und jiingséem Kind 7-14-jahng VO I u nte e r 18.0 4.2 236 13 5 94 643
Pariner/in mit fingsiem Kind 15-24-3hnig oder anderen Erwachsenen 9.7 521 16.2 14 176 KT 56
Aleinlebende Migier, Valer mit fingsiem Kind 0-14-j3hnig WO r k 142.0) {1.2) 432 (34.0) .2
Aleinlebende Miier, Vaier mit fingsiem Kind (-56-j3hng 145.3) {0.9) 45.2 {29.3) {75.5)
Aleinlebende Misier, Vaier mit fingsiem Kind 7-14-3hng 41.6) {1.3) 429 34.7) {778}
Bei Eliem lebende Tochier {15-24-3hng) 121 1.0 134 20.2 333
Anders Siuafion 129 12 141 285 426
Unpaid
domestic Employment
and care (paid work) 15

work
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* 2015-2016 Employment and Unemployment
Survey, schedule 2 questionnaire covering
Demographic, economic activity and migration

Person's Reference Number 01 02 03

1.16 How many hours of household chores per week you
spent on

[a] Cooking

e

[b] Washing clothes

[¢] Child care
[d] Gardening/compound cleaning/grass cutting
[e] Other household chores [specify]

e

e

e
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Ecuador

* In 2012, time-use data were collected with
over 100 questions

CAPITULO 2: APRENDIZAJE Y ESTUDIO

PARA PERSONAS DE 12 ANOS Y MAS - INFORMANTE DIRECTO

EN LA SEMANA PASADA:

; Le dedicd fiempo a asistir a clases en la escuela,
colegio, universidad o cursos de capacitacion formal o
informal?

EN LA SEMANA PASADA:

; Le dedicd tiempo a trasladarse de ida v vuelta a
su escuela, colegio, universidad o algln curso de
capacitacion o formacion?

‘ Excluya cuando sea por esparcimiento

EN LA SEMANA PASADA:

¢ Le dedico tiempo a realizar los deberes escolares
en casa o hacer consultas en la biblioteca, Intemet
u otros?

Incluir cualguier lugar disfinfe al establecimienfo
educativa

EN LA SEMANA PASADA:
:Le dedicd tiempo a asistir a clases de nivelacion o
refuerzo pedagogico?

Pase a
Preg. 15 NO 2 NO 2
- - -+
4 i i ™ ' i ) ™ s . ) ™ s i i ™
Cuanto fiempo le dedicd de: Cuanto tiempo le dedico de: Cuanto tiempo le dedico de: Cuanto tiempo le dedicd de:
LUNES A VIERNES? SABADO Y DOMINGO? LUMNES A VIERNES? SABADO Y DOMINGO? LUMES A VIERNES? SABADO Y DOMINGO? LUNES A VIERNES? SABADO Y DOMINGO?
CoD. HORAS MINUTOS HORAS MINUTOS COD. HORAS | MINUTOS HORAS MINUTOS con. HORAS ‘ MINUTOS HORAS MINUTOS con. HORAS ‘ MINUTOS HORAS MINUTOS
- 1 12 13 14 =
[} ol
02 i)
03 iz}
nd na
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2010 full diary
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Japan

* Survey on Time Use and Leisure Activities has been conducted every five
years since 1976

— Pre-coded list of activities in a light diary

* |In 2001, in addition to Questionnaire A (pre-coding system), Questionnaire
B (after-coding system) was introduced to obtain more detailed results of
people's time allocation

* About 77,000 households were selected (200,000 members of the
households 10 years old or more). About 73,000 households were
surveyed using Questionnaire A, and about 4,000 households with
Questionnaire B.

* |n 2011, "Questionnaire A:paper; Questionnaire B:paper and online”
* In 2016, paper and online were used

19
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_ (1] Sedect the featur= of this day from the categones listed below. Pesse 1 = e droe ol oicise cregeres) | (2] How was the weather on this day? | 06 | | |
Trewe!  Bvent, wedding Bugness  Wiorkat Lrgier iy or Lesoe fior child Lo 0 [Other Amined Rereec kit

» Please report on you did on each of the two days md orimen  tpor home medicel  vacstion,  sernger ek cerof dldeyhny  ccoasoraly mines
specified and how much time you spent on each mwcerian (hgover - tmiing teriment e blgoa=  afmy
activity, in units of 15 minutes. hf s o = e st mesber "

*Flzase draw a horizontal line to specify the activity [ [ [ L [ 4] [ ] L] [ ] -] [ (4] ] [Flrst Day]

and persons with you for each 15 minute unite.

Those who were engaged in more than one activity at the same time should report the main activity.

Kind of activities Occlock 30 1 3 2 2@ 3 3 4 3 5 30 Godek

1 Sleep e : : ' : : ' r : : : : : r : 1

2 Personal care - 2

3 Meals - 3

&  Commating to ard from school or wiork - 4
5 Work - 5

6 Schochwork - i

7 Housewaork - 7

& Caring or nursing - A

% Child care - g
10 Shopping - 10
11 Moving [excluding commuting]-#= 11
17 Watching TV, histening to the radio, 12

reading MewWspapers or magaanes
13 Rest and relazation - 13
14 Lemng setedcaton 2nd 1
15 Hobbies and amuzements - 15
16 Sports - 16
17 Volunteer and socigl activities = 17
18 Social life - 18
19 Medical examinztion or treatment - 14
| 20 Other activities - - - - - - .20
[ 2 Alone - i i i i i i
Personfs)| D Family member(s) = b
tnt;n;lger G Claszmatels) or collzaguefs) == G
d_ Gther personis) _..F- i i - i i - 1 i - i i — i i - 1 i ~ d
0 v'clock 30 1 30 2 30 3 30 4 30 5 30 Eddﬂ;
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Japan (QB)

[1} Select the fezture of this day from the categones histed below:. Please filin the cire al applicable catagaries) | (2) How was the weather on this day?

All the respondents are asked to reply.

16 Diary s el i il Ml e N
e s s o B | en (ot ey N
activity, in units of . half a dayl eir. of 3 sick chid  member .
; Momminq ) o o o o o o o o oo o o |[First Day]
Place Persons being together 51"‘
: - E Were 'OL dOin SOmethiﬂ E | 2 3 4 |Please encircle all applicable categories)
What were you mainly doing?| 3 elsearthesamgetime? 9| g > o o I 2 3 4 5 & 7 ®
. o H @ = - =%
Time # Please report what you were g _ _ z g ?i g § H g &gg g% §§ =
mainly doing in 15 minute units gr *When doing several things % ) 2 - 9 Zg ° %é é‘g E
% please report just one % §_ e == ?-?MM 2
= [+7]
O:OO ____________________________ S b2 3 8% | 1 2 3 % 5 & 7 [0
0 O 123w | 12 3 % 5 6 7 [0z
] I 123w [ 1 234567 |03
1:00 I 2 3 4 I 2 3 4w 5 &6 7 |04
o ] N 234 [ 12345 6 7 |05
0] O 123w 12 3456 7 [06
____________________________ 23w [ 12 3% 5 6 7 |07
n I 2 3 4 Il 2 3 4 5 &6 7 0%
2:00
] I 123 | 123 %5 6 7 [09]
0 N 123w [ 12345 6 7 [0
____________________________ 2381123 %5 67 [
. I 2 3 4 I 2 3 4 5 6 7 12
e I S O fd23w 11 2 305 67 |13
30h ] O 23w [ 2 3 w5 6 T[4
R S o b23 4% | 12 3 45 6 7 |15
n I 2 3 4 I 2 3 4 5 &6 7 16
4!
.OO ____________________________ O oy 238 |12 3 % 5 6 7 |17
0L B 123 % | 1 2.3 85 6 7 |I8]
____________________________ oM 23 % [ )2 3% 5 6 T M
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Comparability of data

* Several studies have compared the data
obtained from the different instruments

— (Full) time diaries believed to be the most
accurate time use instrument

— Questions believed to be less accurate than diaries
specially for activities of short-duration

22
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Where do we go?

* What is the optimal instrument(s) to collect

time use information?
®-° :

23
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Thank you!

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/gender/default.ntml
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