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Why are we here?

• Why should we produce 
time-use statistics?

• How can we produce 
time-use data more 
efficiently?
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Decisions time-use survey (not exhaustive)

Objectives

•How population 
spends time

•Quality of life

•Measurement of 
all forms of work 
(paid and unpaid)

•Household 
production 
satellite account

Design

•Instruments

•Type of household 
survey

•Sample design

•Mode of data 
collection

•Data processing

•Data analysis

•Dissemination of 
results and data

Instrument

•Diary

o Full

o Light

•Questions

•Others

Mode of 
collection

•Interview

o PAPI (OCR, ICR, 
OMR), CAPI, CATI

•Self-completed

o Paper diary, Web 
app, Mobile app, 
EMS (SMS/IVR, 
mobile, wearable 
devices)

•Observation

o Person, 
Technology 
assisted
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What are the challenges faced by NSOs with TUS?

Cost to undertake a dedicated time-use survey
Economic/financial aspects
Human resources
Time to capture and validate information

Granularity/quantity of information collected
Complexity of coding         
Respondent’s burden=>Low response rate

Use of data
TUS usually 
underutilized
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Time use instruments requirements

• Inputs

– Cost

– Processing information

– Field operation

– Respondents’
• Comprehension

• Burden

• Literacy

• Outputs

– Data quality

– Data granularity

– Data usability
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Time use instruments requirements
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Full diary Light diary Questions

Cost High Medium Medium

Processing High Medium Low

Respondents’  
requirements

High Medium-high Low-medium

Data quality High High Basic

Data granularity High Medium Basic

Data usability High Medium Basic
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Time use instruments
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Time use instruments
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Time use instruments
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Time use instruments
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Time use instruments
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Current situation across countries

Out of around 100 countries, 88 countries collected data as follows:

12
Preliminary assessment reviewing the latest survey of around 100 countries that have conducted 
time use surveys since 2000.

Full time diary: 57 Questions:22Light time diary: 9

• 1 Country (Japan) uses two types of diary: full and light
• 5 use diary either full or light (tbc)
• 6 tbc
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Switzerland

• The “unpaid work module” provides data on 
domestic, childcare and voluntary work in 
Switzerland

• Attached every 3-4 years to the Swiss LFS

• Telephone interview
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Questionnaire
https://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/en/home/statistics/work-income/surveys/slfs-mod-
uw.assetdetail.2661448.html

https://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/en/home/statistics/work-income/surveys/slfs-mod-uw.assetdetail.2661448.html
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Switzerland 2016
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Switzerland 2016
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Fiji

• 2015-2016 Employment and Unemployment 
Survey, schedule 2 questionnaire covering 
Demographic, economic activity and migration
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Ecuador

• In 2012, time-use data were collected with 
over 100 questions
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Serbia
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2010 full diary

2015 light diary
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Japan

• Survey on Time Use and Leisure Activities has been conducted every five 
years since 1976
– Pre-coded list of activities in a light diary

• In 2001, in addition to Questionnaire A (pre-coding system), Questionnaire 
B (after-coding system) was introduced to obtain more detailed results of 
people's time allocation

• About 77,000 households were selected (200,000 members of the 
households 10 years old or more). About 73,000 households were 
surveyed using Questionnaire A, and about 4,000 households with 
Questionnaire B.

• In 2011, "Questionnaire A:paper; Questionnaire B:paper and online“

• In 2016, paper and online were used
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Japan (QA)

20



Expert Group Meeting (EGM) on Innovative and Effective ways to collect Time-Use Statistics (TUS) New York, USA, 20-22 June 2018

Japan (QB)
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Comparability of data

• Several studies have compared the data 
obtained from the different instruments

– (Full) time diaries believed to be the most 
accurate time use instrument

– Questions believed to be less accurate than diaries 
specially for activities of short-duration 
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Where do we go?

• What is the optimal instrument(s) to collect 
time use information?
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Thank you!

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/gender/default.html
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